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Photo by Audie Hollon.

Above is that flying machine known as “Mr. Mulligan” which has been returned now

four times to Antique Airfield AAA/APM Fly-ins in 1982, 2009, 2012, and a few weeks ago

in 2018.  

The photo on this cover of the Legacy Log was taken by Audie Hollon AAA M-23429 as

the crew of Mr. Mulligan Jim Younkin M-13333 and wife Ada, Doug Rozendaal M-22883

and Kim Pardon completed yet another mission for Mr. Mulligan as they taxi away from the

gas pump for take off.  This was after a sentimental weekend for many members to honor

both the memories of the builders and pilots of the original Mr. Mulligan and for many of

us who continue to honor and admire the replica “Mr. Mulligan” built by the Younkin broth-

ers.  

Long may it fly- with possibly yet another return to Antique Airfield.



2

Note:  This page is mostly a reprint of page 9 of

Antique Airplane News, Volume IV, Number 7, is-

sued February 1961, published by The Antique

Airplane Association, Editor Robert L. Taylor.

A very rare model DGA-9 of the Howard line.  Lo-

cation and owner unknown.  From the Robert L.

Taylor collection.
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To the right from the March 1936
issue of Popular Aviation Maga-

zine article “Benny Howard’s
Ships in the Raw” by Fred Sterling.
Photo by A. V. Schmidt.

Below, Bob Younkin inspects the
progress of the replica “Mr. Mulli-
gan” that outlasted the original
and has visited Antique Airfield
several times.  This fabulous ex-
ample of aviation history has at-
tended numerous aviation events.

FIRST WWII FIGHTER ARRIVES AT ANTIQUE AIRFIELD
The first airplane that could be truthfully classified as a World War II

Fighter airplane attended the 1977 Fly-in.  Arrival and departure were with-

out incident and the “Wildcat” was flown by Bob Younkin of Fayetteville,

Arkansas, Member M-1249.  Bob “Went West” February 5, 2002.  The arrival

of the FM-2, of course, added another chapter to the myth that Antique Air-

field just wasn’t suitable for anything but light airplanes.  We did not see Bob’s

arrival, unfortunately, but was on hand when he departed with the FM-2 after

Antique Airfield had suffered from approximately 13 inches of rain and with

the wind from the north, Bob had to use the wettest part of the runway to

start his takeoff into the wind.  Nevertheless, the stubby Grumman with its

large high-pressure tires broke ground quickly and climbed away with no dif-

ficulty whatsoever.  It is noteworthy that Bob had reported he had a total of

five hours’ time in this airplane before departing for Blakesburg.

Some years ago we were down at Fayetteville chartering the Ozark Air-

crafters Chapter and saw this same Grumman (Eastern) FM-2 in his hangar

awaiting restoration but we did not really comprehend the possibility of its

actually visiting Antique Airfield.  Knowing Bob Younkin’s propensity for ac-

complishing the difficult, we should have known that this would have come

to pass.  During the 1977 AAA-APM Fly-in Bob was awarded a special recog-

nition award for thus being the first to bring in the first World War II Fighter

aircraft to Antique Airfield. 

Bob Taylor & Bob Younkin share memories of past

AAA Fly-ins and Bob’s tenure as an Airpower Mu-

seum board member.

The FM-2 departing 1977 AAA-APM Fly-in.

Benny Howard’s Ships in the Raw

Here are the bones of Mr. Mulligan, DGA-6, while he was undergoing construction

at the American Eagle Plant.
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From August 9, 1926, AVIATION.

Attention non-AAA or expired members, we are emailing some sample
copies of this issue to join us or to renew your AAA membership.  The An-
tique Airplane Association was founded in August 1953 some 17 years
prior to the EAA starting its own antique and classic division in 1970.

Cuban Flyers Complete 
20,000-Mile Good Will Tour

Three Cuban Navy flyers and

their Wright Whirlwind powered

Howard DGA-15W plane Teniente

Menendez have returned to thier

Havana base after completing a

20,000-mile good will tour during

which they visited 22 republics in

North, Central and South America.

Despite the problems and obsta-

cles attendant upon such a flight

including a 560-mile jump across

the Caribbean sea, numerous

flights over the Andes, and a visit

13,000 ft. up in the Andes to La

Paz Airport, highest air base in the

world, the three men completed

their mission and returned to their

Havana base without mishap.

The three ambassadors of good

will are Commander Oscar Rivery,

associate director of the Cuban Na-

tional Observatory and the naviga-

tor; Lieut. Juan Rios Montenegro,

the pilot; and Sergeant Frank Med-

ina, the mechanic.

Bearing letters from Col. Fulgen-

cio Batista, president of Cuba, to

the presidents of all the American

republics, the trio took off from

Havana on Oct. 12.  They spanned

Cuba to Santiago, flew across the

50-mile Windward Passage on the

first water hop and landed at Port-

au-Prince, capital of Haiti.

They stopped the following day

to meet officials of the Dominican

Republic, then continued on,

crossing Mona Passage for their

second flight over Puerto Rico to

San Juan.  Then came a 560-mile

jump across the Caribbean Sea

and a welcome by the Republic of

Venezuela.  Heading southeast-

ward along the coast, and skirting

the Eastern Andes they next vis-

ited Dutch Guiana, stopping at

Paramaribo.

In succession, they visited the

capitals and major cities of Brazil,

Paraguay, Uruguay, Argentina,

crossed the Andes, skirted Mt.

Aconcagua, the highest peak in the

Americas; then continued on to

land at cities in Chile, Bolivia, Peru,

Ecuador, Columbia, Panama, Costa

Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras, El Sal-

vador, and Guatemala.

They entered Mexico at Vera

Cruz on Jan. 14, and stopped at

Tampico and Mexico City.  On Feb.

1 they entered the United States at

Brownsville, and headed for

Washington via New Orleans and

Atlanta.  Following an official re-

ception at Washington, they con-

tinued on to New York City,

landing at Floyd Bennett Field on

Feb. 6.  Following a program of re-

ceptions headed by the Honorable

Cayetano de Suesada y Socarras,

Cuban Consul in New York, they

left on Feb. 11 for Miami and Ha-

vana, arriving home on Feb. 15

after an absence of more than four

months.

Howard DGA-8 of the Cuban Navy.

This photo of Howard DGA-3 Pete taken at Ottumwa Air

Show at the old Ottumwa Municipal Airport in 1932 after

Howard sold it to Herald Neuman who advertised it for sale

in Aero Digest.  Photo by the late Ray Taylor, older brother of

Bob Taylor.
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Clayton Scott became AAA member 4604. 
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Howard DGA Club?

Letter from the May/June 1969 Antique Airplane Association News

On a recent weekend in March 1969, the Los Angeles Area Chapter of the An-
tique Airplane Association hosted a fly-in at Lompoc, California, and what a treat,
for there were five, yes five, Howards on the line.

A s we skipped down the runway, we could see Bob Reichardt’s Howard parked
with the early arrivals.  Later another Howard flew in and this was Don Allenbaugh
from Northern California with his Blue-Bird.  Sunday morning, and before breakfast
was properly stowed away, a twin of Reichardt’s arrived piloted by its owner, Jack
Cup.  Not long after, another 985 could be heard and this was Bob Myers of San
Diego.

Now if we can have more Howards at an antique airfield fly-in than any other
make of airplane, couldn’t we have a Howard DGA Club?  Bob Taylor has offered
to help in any way he can, and will send this to all AAA member Howard owners.
Bob Reichardt has consented to act as President Pro Tem, to be a focal point for
ideas, names and information of what may be wanted.  His address is 15845 Con-
dor Ridge Road, Saugus, California 91350, so let’s drop him a line telling about
your Howard  and club ideas.  We could have a meeting at Ottumwa at the Na-
tional Fly-In to set up guidelines and just what we would like in the way of a club,
formal, informal, et cetera.

There are many bits of information that are of value to the Howard owner and
pilot, and a club would be a great way to pass it around.  It takes a long time to
learn by oneself and there are also many misconceptions fostered by hangar flying
that really are not so.  For it is a DGA.

The Late Joe Hecker, San Diego, California

Photo at right of Joe Hecker on Antique Airfield with N68259.

N-68431, Ron Wagner 

DGA-15P, Tonka Bay, MN

Photo by Alan Achor.

N-999WT, Mark Baker, President of the A.O.P.A.

DGA-15P, Frederick, MD

Photo by Roger Cain.

N22410, Mike Vaughan

DGA-15P, Charleston, IL

Photo by Roger Cain.

N-22424, Mike Iverson

DGA-15P, Lino Lakes, MN

Photo by Roger Cain.

N-66294, Jerry Lugten

DGA-15P, Leslie, MI

Photo by Roger Cain.

Below are Howards that attended the 2018 AAA/APM Invitational Fly-in.
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Bernard (inset) and his airport above,

are criterions of rugged individualism.

From Popular Aviation, Nov. 1938
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OREGON AVIATION

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The museum hangar here in Cottage Grove boasts more than 6 pre-war Oregon home built
aircraft that help to tell the story of experimental aircraft in the US.  Aircraft ranging from
a mid-wing Longster and a George Yates Geodetic as well as the Portland School of Engi-

neering 1930 Cirrus Racer!

Preserving Oregon’s Rich Aviation Heritage for Future Generations

Our Mission

The Oregon Aviation

Historical Society was in-

corporated in June 1983

through the efforts of a

group of aviation enthusi-

asts who recognized the

need to preserve Oregon’s

rich aviation heritage for

the benefit and enjoyment

of future generations.

It’s purposes are to col-

lect, preserve, restore, and

exhibit aviation artifacts; to

develop facilities for the

restoration and preserva-

tion of artifacts, public

viewing and exhibition of

the collection; to establish

and maintain an Oregon

Hall of Fame; establish a re-

source center for Oregon

Aviation historical research

and to disseminate informa-

tion about Oregon aviation

history.

Write us at OAHS

2475 Jim Wright Way

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

or send us an email at
oregonaviation.org@gmail.com



9 From Popular Aviation, Jul. 1938
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knew it.  Starting from scratch it was practically no
time until he had a shop and some tools and had gone
to work.  The venture was a success from the start.

And now we come to the oyster in the stew, as it
were.  The Yates System is based on a structural
method that is not new in engineering but one that is,
or at least was, new in aircraft building.  It is the dia-
mond mesh, or lattice type of construction, well known
to engineers for many years.  Perhaps the best ex-
ample today is the lattice masts used on American
battleships.  Basically the Yates construction is the
skin-stressed, monocoque type.  A little study of the
accompanying photographs will show its beautiful
simplicity.  It is inherently braced against loads from
every angle.  While exceedingly strong it is not entirely
rigid and is able to absorb shocks that would wreck
any other type of structure.  Weight for weight it is be-
yond doubt the lightest design ever developed.  As an
instance of this, the entire fuselage structure of an av-
erage lightplane will weigh less than 30 pounds.     

The Stiper was built of steel, the material being the
familiar quarter-inch tubing of .028 guage.  The aver-
age length of the mesh was (and still is) about five

inches.  Where the tubings cross it was simply brazed
together, a very simple job.  Notwithstanding the eight
years of rough and ready flying, not a single one of
these joints has let go.  Every one who has flown the
ship has remarked on the freedom from motor vibra-
tion, the elastic structure absorbing all shocks from
the engine.  Heavy landing shocks are also effectively

taken care of.
After completing the Stiper, Yates became a con-

vert to wood construction and every ship since built
has been made of that material, excepting, of course,
motor mount and landing gear members.  This
method of building is undoubtedly the lightest,
strongest, and cheapest that has been devised to
date.  For the average single place lightplane the
spruce strips are but 3/4 inch wide by 1/8 inch thick.
The bulkheads are simple plywood oval rings, cut
from one-quarter to three-quarter inches thick.  Ma-
terial for the entire fuselage structure may be had for
less that $10, and if that shouldn’t interest the ama-
teurs it would be hard to say what could.  Assembly
is not difficult.  After the size and shape of the bulk-
head rings have been decided on from preliminary

drawings they are cut out and then placed in position
on a framework made of scrap lumber.  The strips are
then simply laid on in an easy spiral, usually making
from two to three turns in the length of the fuselage.
Where they cross the bulkheads they are nailed and
glued.  Another set is then placed over the first, wound
in the opposite direction and these are also nailed and
glued  to the bulkheads, as well as to the other strips
where they cross.  Toward the rear end, where the
structure gets quite small, some of the strips are cut
off to prevent crowding.

As can be understood, this type of fuselage is prac-
tically finished when assembled.  The streamlining is
automatically done.  The fabric may be stretched di-
rectly over the meshwork, but Yates prefers to run
light spruce strips lengthwise over the mesh.  The
photographs show construction for an enclosed type
of low wing cabin ship and the bulkheads are shaped
accordingly.  For an open cockpit job the whole fuse-
lage may be made up without any break in the outline,
and then the cockpit opening cut out where wanted.
The cutout is then framed with light plywood.  Where
concentrated loads come the bulkheads are usually
reinforced with steel plates.

A couple of years ago the English were much ex-
cited about a new type of airplane construction (geo-
detic) that was hailed as the final answer to every
problem.  This turned out to be precisely what we
have been talking about.  The discovery was a little
late as this writer saw a complete scale model of the
Yates scheme in 1927, and the model was several
years old at that time.  Although not perfected the
basic idea was there.

While for business reasons we cannot give details
here, it may be said that Yates has developed a wing
around his diamond mesh scheme that is certainly the
acme of strength  and lightness.  In the true sense of
the word the wing has no spars, although there are
lateral members that act as formers.  To give some
idea of its efficiency a panel having a length of 15 feet
was supported  in the middle.  Four heavy men rested
their entire weight on one corner and caused a de-
flection of less than one-eighth inch.  In spite of the
extreme strength and rigidity this panel weighed but
24 pounds!

Amateur airplane building in America has been
hampered by just two things.  One was unjust and re-
strictive laws, and the other was the high cost of ma-
terials and skilled labor formerly required.  If a more
liberal and far-sighted government should come into
power that would remove the first hinderance.
George Yates has already removed the other.  A few
dollars’ worth of spruce, a couple of pounds of nails
and a can of glue are all that are needed to build the
complete basic structure of an airplane.  The Yates
ship is marvelously light and strong.  It is adaptable
to any shape or design and its cost almost sounds too

good to be true.
At this writing Mr. Yates has four ships going

through his shop at one time.  They are all low-wing
cantilever jobs, and all to be powered with Continental
A-40’s streamlined into the leading edge of the wing.

And, gentleman, you should see them!

Note: Watch for more Oregon articles.  Your pub-
lisher was a member of the American Airmens
Assn, it was not American Airmans Assn.
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Mr. Mulligan at a different time and place, be-

lieved to have been near Creve Coeur, MO, with AAA

Life member M-10827 Bud Dake in formation with

his Monocoupe.  At a tragic time on 6/19/04 in that

same clip wing Monocoupe wherein Bud had flown

successfully in many air shows he along with pas-

senger Ken Love, AAA Life M-6683, both met with

a sudden accident that has defied explanation.  Ken

Love was a long time volunteer for the Airpower

Museum and amongst his valuable contributions is

the “Gone West” memorial on the APM front yard

founded by Ken and his buddy Bob Gast, AAA Life

M-9127.  This Mr. Mulligan photo was just found in

our many photo files  and we regret that it lacks any

I.D. of the photographer or date on it.                   RLT

Article below from February 1939 issue

of Western Flying.

Howard Re-Organizes
Officials and directors of the Howard Aircraft

Corporation of Chicago have voted final approval
of Wright & Co., Ltd., of New York, covering the
offering of an issue of its common stock, the pro-
ceeds of which are to be used for the purpose of
providing the corporation with added working
capital with which to expand its aircraft business.
Details of the underwriting were not disclosed
pending registration with Federal and State se-
curities commissions.

The Howard Aircraft Corporation has been
producing the Howard 4-5 place plane in the
Chicago area for the past two years.  These
planes have been “custom built” to order.  The
company has also been carrying on a develop-
ment program and a series of market studies.
While no specific information has been released
regarding these other types, it is understood that
one of these is a 24,000-pound cargo carrier,
and that another project  under consideration is
the building of training planes training civilian pi-
lots.

The unusual feature of the cargo ship will be
its hinged tail.  The hull will be constructed in two
sections.  These will be joined just behind the
wing on hinges.  When the plane is to be loaded
the whole tail section will be swung to one side.
It will then be possible to back a truck up to the
two sections and load even bulky articles with
ease.

Temporarily the company will remain at its
present quarters, but later it will seek a new lo-
cation.

The officers of the corporation also an-
nounced yesterday that B. D. De Weese has
been appointed executive vice president and
general manager.  De Weese until recently was
head of the Stinson Aircraft division of the Avia-
tion Manufacturing Corporation.

Left: One of the

p r o p o s e d

Howard proj-

ects that may

have encour-

aged Benny to 

resign.

Below:  One of

four Howards

bought by the

C.A.A. in 1938.

The Howard line at the 2009 AAA-APM Fly-in.
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A look back at the Atwood, Illinois

area location of the Adkisson hangar

with Earl (M-2726) standing in front of

his busy hangar and airstrip before he

“Went West” 7/13/2008.  

The reconstruction of this hangar is

moving ahead with the concrete floor

and sub walls completed the week of

October 11th.

A big thank you to those AAA mem-

bers whom have made this part of the

Adkisson Hangar project possible and

for the APM to move forward on its

completion.  Even the dirt removed for

this project will be used to make some

Antique Airfield areas more suitable for

fly-ins.  Some of our older AAA mem-

bers may well recall just how “scruffy”

Antique Airfield was in 1970.

Robert L. Taylor

The Adkisson Hangar (45' x 48') will be mated to the APM middle hangar and open at the back into that structure. As

part of this project, the middle hangar will have installed a complete ceiling, covered walls & new lighting.

Long term plans call for the main museum hangar, the middle hangar & the Adkisson hangar to become one large, fin-

ished, well lighted display area for the APM's aircraft.

Progress to this point is due “THANKS” to all who have donated by becoming an Antique Airfield Ambassador as

funded through donations to our "Buy-a-Foot" campaign.

Currently, over 62% of the available 2160 total sq ft has been purchased, but there is still time to help complete this im-

portant project.

So whether you buy just one sq. ft. or 100, it all helps, and it all adds up! If you are ready to help make the APM Ad-

kisson Hangar a reality, you can use the attached coupon and send your check or money order to the APM "Buy a Foot"

campaign at 22001 Bluegrass Rd. Ottumwa, IA 52501, or make a donation via PayPal through our website (scroll to the

bottom of the page and look for the donate now button) at: http://www.antiqueairfield.com/apm/adkisson_hangar.html


